
Shaker	furniture
Shaker	 furniture	 is	 a	 distinctive	 style	 of	 furniture	 developed	 by	 the	United	 Society	 of
Believers	in	Christ's	Second	Appearing,	commonly	known	as	Shakers,	a	religious	sect	that
had	guiding	principles	of	simplicity,	utility	and	honesty.	Their	beliefs	were	reflected	in	the
well-made	furniture	of	minimalist	designs.[1]

Shaker	communities	were	 largely	self-sufficient:	 in	 their	attempt	to	separate
themselves	from	the	outside	world	and	to	create	a	heaven-on-earth,	members
grew	their	own	food,	constructed	their	own	buildings,	and	manufactured	their
own	tools	and	household	furnishings.—Metropolitan	Museum	of	Art[1]

Furniture	was	made	thoughtfully,	with	functional	form	and	proportion.	Rather	than	using
ornamentation	—	such	as	 inlays,	carvings,	metal	pulls,	or	veneers	—	which	was	 seen	as
prideful	 or	 deceitful,	 they	 developed	 "creative	 solutions	 such	 as	 asymmetrical	 drawer
arrangements	 and	 multipurpose	 forms	 to	 add	 visual	 interest."	 Furniture	 was	 made	 of
cherry,	 maple	 or	 pine	 lumber,	 which	 was	 generally	 stained	 or	 painted	 with	 one	 of	 the
colors	which	were	dictated	by	the	sect,	typically	blue,	red,	yellow	or	green.	Drawer	pulls
for	dressers	or	other	furniture	were	made	of	wood.[1]

A	core	business	for	the	New	Lebanon	Shaker	community	by	the	1860s	was	the	production
of	well-made	"ladder"	back	or	turned	post	chairs.	The	minimalist	design	and	woven	seats
were	fast	and	easy	to	produce.	Furniture	built	and	used	by	the	New	Lebanon	"believers"	is
exhibited	 in	 the	Shaker	Retiring	Room	at	 the	Metropolitan	Museum	of	Art	 in	New	York
City,	 which	 originated	 from	 the	North	Family	 Shakers'	 1818	 First	 Dwelling	House.	 The
furniture,	 acquired	 in	 the	 1970s,	 and	 Shaker	 textiles	 are	 considered	 among	 the	 finest
Shaker	collections	in	the	world.[1]

Many	 examples	 of	 Shaker	 furniture	 survive	 and	 are	 preserved	 today,	 including	 such
popular	 forms	 as	 Shaker	 tables,	 chairs,	 rocking	 chairs	 (made	 in	 several	 sizes),	 and
cabinets.	 Collections	 of	 Shaker	 furniture	 are	 maintained	 by	 many	 art	 and	 historical
museums	 in	 the	United	 States	 and	 England,	 as	well	 as	 in	 numerous	 private	 collections
including	the	Shaker	tilting	chair.	The	underlying	principles	of	Shaker	design	have	given
inspiration	to	some	of	the	finest	designers	of	modern	furniture.	Shaker	ladder	back	chairs,
for	 instance,	 deeply	 influenced	 the	 work	 of	 an	 entire	 generation	 of	 postwar	 Danish
designers.	[2]	Also	many	ideals	of	 furniture	formed	around	the	common	Shaker	furniture
construction.[3]
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