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Pablo Picasso and Cubism

Pablo Picasso, “Three Musicians”, 1921

From c. 1907-1917, Pablo Picasso pioneered the Cubism movement, a revolutionary style of modern art
that Picasso formed in response to the rapidly changing modern world. In collaboration with his friend

and fellow artist Georges Braque,

Picasso challenged conventional, realistic forms of art through the establishment of Cubism. He wanted

to develop a new way of seeing that reflected the modern age, and Cubism is how he achieved this goal.

Picasso did not feel that art should copy nature. He felt no obligation to remain tied to the more
traditional artistic techniques of perspective, modeling, and foreshortening and felt two-dimensional
object. Picasso wanted to emphasize the difference between a painting and reality.Cubism involves
different ways of seeing, or perceiving, the world around us. Picasso believed in the concept of relativity
— he took into account both his observations and his memories when creating a Cubist image. He felt
that we do not see an object from one angle or perspective, but rather from many angles selected by
sight and movement. As a result of this belief, Cubism became about how to see an object or figure

rather than what the artist was looking at.
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Pablo Picasso, “Girl With Mandolin”, 1910
African art and the modern, urban street life of Paris greatly influenced Picasso’s conception of Cubism.
In addition, Picasso became fascinated with the process of construction and deconstruction, a

fascination that is evident in his Cubist works.

When creating these Cubist pieces, Picasso would simplify objects into geometric components and
planes that may or may not add up to the whole object as it would appear in the natural world. He

would distort figures and forms and simultaneously depict different points of view on one plane.
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Fernand Léger, “Three Women” 1921-22
Picasso actively created works of Cubist art for around ten years. Within this time span, his Cubist style
subtly evolved from Analytical Cubism (1907-1912) to Synthetic Cubism (1913-1917). With
Analytical Cubism, Picasso utilized a muted color palette of monochromatic browns, grays, and blacks
and chose to convey relatively unemotional subject matters such as still lifes and landscapes. He placed
an emphasis on open figuration and abstraction, but did not yet incorporate elements of texture and

collage.

With Synthetic Cubism, Picasso incorporated texture, patterning, text, and newspaper scraps into his
Cubist works. While he still portrayed relatively neutral subjects such as musical instruments, bottles,
glasses, pitchers, newspapers, playing cards, and human faces and figures, his technique had progressed
to the point where he was consistently including elements of collage, a technique that his is often
credited with inventing. With Synthetic Cubism, Picasso redefined the visual effect of his original
Cubist technique and incorporated new materials, paving the way for the artistic avant-garde movement
to ignite throughout Europe. Cubism is renowned as a groundbreaking artistic movement in and of its

own right, yet it also influenced generations of artists to follow, shaping the very history of art.
Pablo Picasso, “Jacqueline at the Easel, 1956”. Color Lithograph with Pochoir.

While the majority of Picasso’s works of Cubism are paintings, he also created stunning prints; etchings,
lithographs and linocuts in the style of Cubism. Such Cubist prints are exceedingly rare and are often
created after the image of renowned Picasso Cubist paintings such as Still Life with a Bottle of Rum

(1911). Picasso also incorporated pochoir, or hand-applied watercolor, to the majority of his Cubist



prints, further contributing a sense of texture and color. As Picasso is credited with establishing and
spearheading Cubism, these Cubists prints are iconic, they remain amongst his most collectible and

treasured graphic works to date.

Pablo Picasso, “Still Life with a Bottle of
Rum”, 1965
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Hailed as a defining moment in Pablo Picasso’s artistic career, The Blue
Period (1901-1904) was inspired by Picasso’s own emotional turmoil and

financial destitution.

Pablo Picasso and Cubism

A revolutionary style of modern art pioneered by Pablo Picasso, Cubism
formed in response to the rapidly changing modern world. In
collaboration with his friend and fellow artist Georges Braque, Picasso

challenged conventional, realistic forms of art through the establishment
of Cubism.

Henri Matisse and Pablo Picasso

In 1906, American writer and art collector Gertrude Stein arranged for
famed artists Henri Matisse and Pablo Picasso to meet. Little did she
know that this fateful meeting would change the entire course of Modern

art history.
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Pablo Picasso was a prolific artist using several media. Throughout his
long artistic career, Picasso explored many diverse themes and subject
matter in his work. One of the artistic designs that we can trace

throughout his career are depictions of flowers in his work.

Picasso, Braque, and the Development of the Cubist Style

Pablo Picasso’s Rose Period (1904-1906)

Pablo Picasso’s Rose Period (1904-1906) coincides with a period of
increased personal joy and romance for Picasso. In 1904, Picasso met
Fernande Olivier, a French artist and model who became his muse and

mistress.

Our Guide to Collecting Picasso Ceramics

In 1947, shortly after the war, Pablo Picasso began collaborating with the

Madoura studio in making his much loved ceramic works.

Georges Braque and Pablo Picasso

Pablo Picasso: A Family Affair
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Happy Birthday Pablo Picasso!
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